
Geography – Key Vocabulary 

Year 1 
City 
Town 
Village 
Physical  
Human  
Feature 
Rural  
Urban 
Country 
Coastal 
Pastoral 
Arable 
Ocean 
Continent 
Equator 

Year 2 
Location 
Fieldwork 
Scale 
Climate 
Precipitation 
Desert 
Settlement 
Highland  
Lowland 
Mouth 
Source 
Valleys 
Vegetation 
Harbour/Port 
Economic 
Agriculture 
Leisure 
Sustainability 
Biodiversity 
 

Year 3 
Regions 
Counties 
Mountain range 
Hamlet 
Inner core 
Outer core 
Mantle 
Tectonic plates 
Volcano 
Eruption 
Destructive 
Constructive 
Dormant 
Extinct 
Active 
Nutrients 
Lava 
Pyroclastic flows 
Shield 
Composite 
Tourism 
Social 
Economic 
Environmental 
Sustainability 
Impact 
 

Year 4 
Longitude 
Latitude 
Prime Meridian 
Equator 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
Arctic 
Antarctic Circle 
Hemisphere 
Rainforest 
Indigenous 
Agriculture 
Favela 
Biome 
Atmospheric circulation 
Emergent 
Canopy 
Understory 
Biodiversity 
Interdependence 
Deforestation 
Mining 
Logging 
Earthquake 
Focus 
Epicentre 
Richter scale 
 

Year 5 
natural resources 
fossil fuels 
renewable/non-renewable 
employment 
primary 
secondary 
tertiary 
quaternary 
import/export 
trade 
industry 
sector 
subsistence 
commercial 
fair trade 
saltwater 
freshwater 
evaporation 
transpiration 
vapour 
condense(s) 
precipitation 
surface runoff 
throughflow 
erode 
meander 
floodplain 
climate zone 
polar 
temperate 
arid 
tropical 
Mediterranean 
Population density 
Biome 
Flora 
Fauna 
Tundra 
Coral reef 
Vegetation belt 
Global warming 
(Enhanced) Greenhouse effect 
Vulnerable 
Endangered 
Drought 
Heatwave 
 

Year 6 
Organism 
Habitat 
Pollution 
Recycling 
Sustainable 
Migration 
Immigration/immigrant 
Emigration/emigrant  
Internal 
International 
Push/Pull factor 
Desirable 
Essential 
Social 
Economic 
(un)employment 
Asylum seeker 
Refugee 
Conflict 
 
Additional vocabulary from consolidation unit. 
 

 


