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1. Aim of our SEND Information Report
The aim of our SEND Information Report is to provide parents, carers and young people with clear and accessible information about how our school identifies, assesses and supports children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).
The report explains the provision and support available within our school, how we work in partnership with parents and carers, and how we work with external agencies and other professionals where appropriate.
Our SEND Information Report should be read alongside our SEND Policy, which can be found on our website 

2. What types of SEND are provided for at Bitham Brook?

Our school provides support for children and young people with a wide range of special educational needs and/or disabilities. In line with the SEND Code of Practice, these needs are generally considered within four broad areas:

	AREA OF NEED

	

	Communication and interaction
	Pupils with needs in this area have difficulty communicating with others. They may have difficulty understanding what is being said to them, have trouble expressing themselves, or not understand or use the social rules of communication.
Pupils who are on the autism spectrum often have needs that fall in this category.

	Cognition and learning 
	Pupils with learning difficulties usually learn at a slower pace than their peers. 
A wide range of needs are grouped in this area, including:
· Specific learning difficulties, which impact 1 or more specific aspects of learning, such as: dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia
· Moderate learning difficulties
· Severe learning difficulties
· Profound and multiple learning difficulties, which is where pupils are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or SENDsory impairment

	Social, emotional and mental health 
	These needs may reflect a wide range of underlying difficulties or disorders. Pupils may have:
· Mental health difficulties such as anxiety, depression or an eating disorder
· Attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder
· Suffered adverse childhood experiences
These needs can manifest in many ways, for example as challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour, or by the pupil becoming withdrawn or isolated.

	Sensory and/or physical 
	Pupils with these needs have a disability that hinders them from accessing the educational facilities generally provided.
Pupils may have:
· A Sensory impairment such as vision impairment, hearing impairment or multi-Sensory impairment
· A physical impairment
These pupils may need ongoing additional support and equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers.



Children may have needs in one or more of these areas, and their individual needs may change over time. We recognise that every child is unique and therefore consider each child's individual strengths, needs and circumstances when planning support and provision.

3. How does school identify children with SEND?
The school recognises that a child or young person has a special educational need if they:

· Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age.
· Require provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age.
· Have a disability which prevents them or hinders them from making use of the facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream school.

4. [bookmark: _Toc119070493]Which staff will support my child, and what training have they had?
 
SENDCO

Our SENDCO, Mrs Clare Robertson, has achieved the National Award in Special Educational Needs Co-ordination. 
The SENDCO, works with the Headteacher, SEND DHT, SEND governor and SLT to determine the strategic development of the SEND policy and provision in the school.  Working alongside the SEND DHT, Mrs Robertson has day-to-day responsibility for the operation of this SEND policy and the co-ordination of specific provision made to support individual pupils with SEND, including those who have EHC plans. 
Class teachers 
Class teachers are responsible for planning and providing high-quality teaching that is adapted to meet pupils needs through carefully graduated sequences of learning.  
All our class teachers receive in-house SEND training, and are supported by the SENDCO and leadership team to meet the needs of pupils who have SEND. 
Teaching assistants (TAs)
We have a team of TAs, including a number Higher Level TAs (HLTAs) who are trained to deliver SEND provision. 
This year all class teachers and TAs will receive training from the DFE-supported AET (Autism Education Trust). This is a two-year training award, started last academic year. 
Within our staff team we have specific training and specialisms in: 

· Specific Learning Difficulties including dyslexia 
· Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTAs)/Teaching Assistants 
· Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA) who support children with their Social, Emotional & mental health (SEMH) needs.
· Speech and Language workshops, delivered by S&L therapist 
· Attachment and Trauma awareness
· Precision Teaching
· Supporting deaf children in main stream schools 
· Colourful Semantics 
· Transition support led by Behaviour Support Service
· Sensory Circuits with the Sensory Occupational Therapist
· Play Therapy

A full staff list can be found on our website 

5. What specialist services and expertise are available or can be accessed by the school? 
The school liaises closely with the Local Authority Education and Health Services and routinely involves a range of professionals to provide advice for pupils who need additional support. The services we have access to include:
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and Emotional Mental Health Practitioners (EMHP)
· Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy (OT) 
· Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 
· Behaviour Support Service (BSS) 
· Educational Psychology (EP)
· Specialist SEN Service (SSENs) - which includes the Physical and Sensory Impairment Service. 
· Community Paediatrician
· Learning Disability Nurse 
· School Nurse
· Mental Health Support Team (MHST)
· Harbour Nurtured learning team
· Sensory Success
· Sensory OT
· MISA support (Mainstream Inclusion Support Advisor)
· Educational Welfare Officer (EWO)

6. What should parents do if they have concerns that their child may have SEND?

If parents have concerns that their child may have Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND), they should initially speak with their child's class teacher. The class teacher will arrange an appropriate time to speak with parents.

During this discussion, the class teacher will listen to and consider parental concerns alongside observations, assessment information, and evidence from school. Where appropriate, the class teacher may put in place additional adaptations, strategies and support through Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP) to help meet the pupil's needs within the classroom.

In some cases, concerns may be more appropriately addressed through pastoral support rather than SEND support. Where this is identified, the class teacher will seek advice from the relevant Phase Leader to determine appropriate next steps.

The class teacher may also seek advice from the SENDCO at this stage. If there is the need to do so, planned adaptations and support strategies may then be implemented and monitored over an appropriate period of time to evaluate their impact.

Following this period of support, the class teacher will review progress and communicate with parents to discuss how the child is responding. Outcomes of this review may include:
1. Continuing the support where it is having a positive impact.
2. Reducing or removing support where it is no longer required.
3. Adapting strategies and provision to better meet the child's needs.
4. Seeking further advice and support where concerns remain.
Where a pupil continues to experience difficulties despite high-quality teaching and access to Stage 1 Keep-up and Stage 2 Catch-up support, the class teacher will discuss the pupil's needs with the SENDCO. The pupil's progress, attainment and response to support will also be considered during pupil progress meetings three times a year involving the class teacher and Phase Leader. These discussions help to identify pupils who may require further assessment, additional support or a more targeted level of provision.

If it is determined that the pupil requires provision that is additional to or different from that ordinarily available for pupils of the same age, they may move to Stage 3 Targeted Support. At this stage, support will be planned and delivered through the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR). The SENDCO and Phase Leader will provide strategic leadership and quality assurance to ensure that provision is appropriately matched to the pupil's identified needs and that progress is carefully monitored over time.


7. [bookmark: _Hlk241089447]How does the school identify pupils with SEND? 
A child has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. Bitham Brook is committed to the early identification, assessment and provision of support for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). We recognise that early intervention is essential in securing positive outcomes and ensuring that all pupils are able to access a broad, balanced and inclusive curriculum.
We identify pupils with SEND through a graduated approach of 'Assess, Plan, Do, Review', drawing on a range of evidence including teacher assessment, observations, progress data, parental concerns, pupil voice, advice from external professionals and information from previous educational settings. The school recognises that identifying SEND requires a holistic understanding of a pupil's strengths and needs and distinguishes between pupils whose progress may be affected by SEND and those whose attainment is influenced by other factors, such as attendance, English as an Additional Language (EAL), or disadvantaged circumstances.
A pupil will be identified as requiring SEN Support when, despite appropriate high-quality teaching and access to Ordinarily Available Provision, they continue to experience difficulties that significantly impact their ability to learn, participate or make expected progress. This may include progress in areas other than attainment; for example, wider development or social needs. 
Provision at Bitham Brook is provided at five stages. A child is added to the SEND register when they are receiving support at stages 3,4 and 5. 
Wiltshire’ OAP offer can be found here
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/local-offer/ordinarily-available-provision 
Stage 1: Keep-up and/or other initial concerns
At Stage 1 Keep-up Support, all support and adaptations are delivered through Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP). The class teacher retains overall responsibility as the strategic lead, ensuring that appropriate provision is planned, implemented, monitored and reviewed to meet pupils' needs.
Stage 2: Catch-up and/or developing concerns
Stage 2 Catch-up Support is delivered through Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP). The class teacher, alongside the phase leader, retain overall responsibility as the strategic leads, ensuring that appropriate provision is planned, implemented, monitored and reviewed to meet pupils' needs. Where pupils require additional support to maintain expected progress, teachers provide carefully planned adaptations and reasonable adjustments. These are recorded on group Catch-up plans that are reviewed a minimum of three times a year. Pupil Progress meeting outcomes dovetail with group support plans.
Stage 3: Targeted Support 
Stage 3 Targeted Support is provided when a pupil continues to experience difficulties despite high-quality teaching and Stage 2 Catch-Up Support. The pupil requires targeted, additional provision that is tailored to their identified needs and delivered through the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review. A teacher will know a child requires stage 3 Targeted Support through assessments and observations within lessons, assessment data and tracking, pupil books, pupil voice and parental voice.  
To further understand a child's strengths and areas of need, the SENDCO may undertake additional assessments and monitoring. Where appropriate, advice and involvement may be sought from external professionals. Information gathered through these assessments and professional consultations will inform the planning of targeted provision and support.
Stage 4: Targeted Support Plus 
Stage 4 Targeted Support Plus is targeted support that is significantly informed by, or delivered in line with, specialist professional advice and requires a higher level of coordination and personalisation. 
The SENDCO provides strategic leadership and quality assurance for Stage 4 Targeted Support Plus, ensuring that provision is coordinated, implemented with fidelity, regularly reviewed and responsive to pupils' identified needs. The SENDCO will work closely with Class Teachers, Phase Leaders, parents and external agencies to monitor impact and secure positive outcomes for pupils.
Stage 5: Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP)
At Stage 5 EHCP, support is highly individualised and based on the provision specified in the child's EHCP.
It is important to note that movement between all stages is fluid and based on individual need. Pupils may move between levels of support following the Assess, Plan, Do, Review process, ensuring that provision remains responsive, proportionate and outcome-focused.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk241089470]How will parents and carers be involved in decisions about their child’s education?
[bookmark: _Hlk116890275]Parents or carers should inform the school if they have any concerns about their child’s progress or development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk116909049][bookmark: _Hlk116890297][bookmark: _Hlk116909191]Parents or carers of a pupil on the SEND register will always be given the opportunity to provide information and express their views about the pupil’s SEND and the support provided. They will be invited to participate in discussions and decisions about this support. They will be: 
· Invited to regular assess, plan, do, review meetings to review the provision that is in place for their child; the frequency of meetings will depend on the child’s needs but will be a minimum of three times a year. The SENDCO will attend at least one of these meetings with the class teacher and parents. Your child’s phase leaders may also attend review meetings. 
· Asked to provide information about the impact of SEND support outside school and any changes in the pupil’s needs
· Given the opportunity to share their concerns and, with school staff, understand their aspirations for the pupil
· [bookmark: _Hlk116911470]Given an annual report on the pupil’s progress
The school will take into account the views of the parents or carers in any decisions made about the pupil.
9. How will pupils be involved in decision made about their education?
Pupils will always be given the opportunity to provide information and express their views about their SEND and the support provided. They will be invited to participate in discussions and decisions about this support at an age-appropriate level. This might involve the pupil:
· Explaining what their strengths and difficulties are 
· Contributing to setting objectives
· Attending review meetings
· Giving feedback on the effectiveness of interventions
The pupil’s views will be taken into account in making decisions that affect them, where appropriate.

10. [bookmark: _Hlk241089481]How do we support pupils with SEND?
At Bitham Brook we have an inclusive approach to education which meets the needs of pupils with SEND. Bitham Brook is committed to inclusion, removing barriers to learning and preparing our pupils with SEND for successful transition to secondary school.
High quality learning and teaching is central and promoted for all learners: it provides the foundation for effective SEND support. Learners with special educational needs join in the activities of the school together with those who do not have special educational needs, where reasonable adjustments can be made and this is compatible with the efficient education of other learners 
We make reasonable adjustments to help children with SEND access learning and take part fully in school life. These may include adapting lessons and resources, using visual support, breaking tasks into smaller steps, providing extra processing time, breaks, quiet spaces and appropriate equipment or technology. 
Reasonable adjustments are made for pupils based on the individual child’s needs and informed by assessment evidence, teacher observations, tracking, books, pupil and parent voice. Bitham Brook’s whole school provision can be found here (insert hyperlink).   
Each class at Bitham Brook has an assigned TA. TAs will support pupils on the SEND register in small groups or 1:1 within the classroom. TAs will also deliver SEND interventions, following SEND plans produced by class teachers and/ or phase leaders and the SENDCO. 
The SEND Code of Practice recognises that children may experience a wide range of social, emotional and mental health needs, which can affect their learning, relationships and wellbeing. At Bitham Brook, we take a supportive and individual approach, seeking to understand the reasons behind a child's needs and behaviour. We provide appropriate support, which may include help with emotional regulation, developing positive relationships, managing worries and building confidence and resilience. We work closely with children, parents and carers and, where appropriate, seek advice from specialist services to ensure that children receive the right support to make progress and take part fully in school life.
We ensure that pupils with SEND are included in the full range of activities available to other pupils. We make reasonable adjustments and provide appropriate support to remove barriers and enable children to participate in lessons, playtimes, clubs, trips, sporting activities, performances and other school events. 
[bookmark: _Hlk241089515]
11. How do we assess and review pupil progress towards outcomes? 
We will follow the ‘graduated approach’ to meeting your child’s SEND needs. The graduated approach is a 4-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review. Whatever stage a child is receiving support, the assess, plan, do, review process will be used. The assess, plan, do, review process will follow this structure:
· Assess- Identify the pupil's strengths, needs and barriers to learning through ongoing assessment, observation, progress data, pupil voice and parental feedback. From stage 3, assessments and recommendations from external professionals will be considered where appropriate to develop an understanding of the pupil's needs and the provision required.
· Plan- Agree specific, measurable outcomes and plan support and reasonable adjustments. Frome stage 3, pupils will have an Individual Support Plan (ISP), which reflects their identified needs and, where applicable, the advice of any involved professionals. For stage 4 and 5, this will include targeted interventions and usually specialist recommendations. Where appropriate, additional plans, such as a My Support Plan, One Page Profile, risk assessment, or SEMH support plan, may be implemented. 
· Do- Implement the agreed provision, reasonable adjustments and interventions.
· Review- Progress towards the agreed outcomes will be evaluated, the impact of support and provision will be assessed, and next steps will be identified. From stage 3, Individual Support Plans (ISPs) will be reviewed at least three times each academic year. Reviews will be informed by regular Pupil Progress Meetings between the Class Teacher, Phase Leader and SENDCO, ensuring that support remains appropriately targeted and effective.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk241089526]How do we secure equipment and facilities for pupils? 
We work with children, parents and relevant professionals to identify the equipment, resources and adaptations children may need to access learning and school life. We use our available resources and funding to provide appropriate support and, where needed, work with Wiltshire Council and specialist services to access additional equipment, adaptations or funding. We regularly review children's needs to ensure that the support provided remains appropriate. 
Wiltshire’s SEND Local Offer can be found here https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1422/SEND-Local-Offer)

13. [bookmark: _Hlk241089536]What facilities do we provide to help pupils with a disability to access the school and how do we prevent pupils with disabilities from being treated less favourably than other pupils?
Our school building and additional areas have been designed to provide good access for pupils with physical disabilities and mobility needs.
Our facilities include:
· Level access throughout the ground floor, with step-free entrances and exits to classrooms and key areas.
· Accessible toilets at ground level, including a hygiene room with a working shower. This year we have also had a new accessible toilet built which offers additional space for children in a wheelchair and/ or those who may require support when toileting. 
· Wide, clear corridors and pathways to allow wheelchair access throughout the school.
· Accessible classrooms and specialist rooms, including the library, hall, dance studio and Design & Technology room.
· Step-free access to the playgrounds and garden, allowing children with mobility needs to take part in outdoor activities.
· Accessible entrances and fire exits, which are level, unobstructed and suitable for wheelchair access.
· Accessible access to the hall and kitchen hatch.
· Appropriately positioned light switches and door handles to support accessibility.
· Accessible office areas with clear, unobstructed routes.

We regularly consider the accessibility of our environment and make reasonable adjustments where needed to ensure that children with disabilities can access learning, activities and the wider life of the school.
For more information, our accessibility policy can be found here (insert hyperlink)
We are committed to ensuring that pupils with disabilities are treated fairly and with respect. We make reasonable adjustments to help them access learning and take part in all aspects of school life. We adapt teaching, activities and resources where needed, listen to pupils and their families, and work to remove any barriers to participation. We have clear procedures for addressing discrimination, bullying or unfair treatment and promote an inclusive and supportive school environment for all pupils.
For further information, please see our SEND Policy, Equality Policy, Accessibility Plan, Behaviour Policy (including Anti-Bullying Policy) which can be found on our website

14. [bookmark: _Hlk241089547]How do we support pupils’ transition between phases of education, and/or in preparation for adulthood and independent living? 
We work closely with children, parents and carers to make transitions as smooth and positive as possible.

This may include:

· Sharing information with the child's new teacher or school.
· Visits to new classrooms.
· Additional visits or transition activities where needed.
· Using photographs, visual timetables or social stories to help children understand changes.
· Meeting with parents, carers and relevant professionals to plan support.
· Supporting children to develop confidence, independence and skills for their next stage of learning.

For pupils moving to secondary school, we work closely with the receiving school and provide relevant information about the child's needs, strengths and support.

Our approach to SEND supports our wider vision by helping children to be positive, be resilient and be creative, while developing the skills and confidence they need for their future to flourish independently and collectively.

15. [bookmark: _Hlk241089557]How do we evaluate the effectiveness of SEND provision?
At Bitham Brook, we regularly evaluate the quality and impact of our SEND provision to ensure that pupils with SEND make progress, achieve positive outcomes and are fully included in school life.
We evaluate the effectiveness of SEND provision through:
· Ongoing assessment of pupils' progress and attainment in relation to their starting points and individual outcomes.
· Regular review of Individual Support Plans (ISPs), intervention programs and provision maps to monitor the impact of support.
· The Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle, which is used at every stage of the graduated response to evaluate the effectiveness of provision and identify next steps.
· Monitoring and quality assurance activities undertaken by the SENDCO, senior leaders and subject leaders, including learning walks, observations, pupil progress discussions and work scrutiny. 
· Analysis of whole-school data, attendance, behaviour, participation and exclusion information to identify trends and measure the impact of provision for pupils with SEND.
· Pupil voice activities, which enable children to share their views about the support they receive and the progress they are making.
· Parent and carer feedback gathered through meetings, reviews and ongoing communication.
· Collaboration with external professionals to review the effectiveness of specialist recommendations and interventions.
· Annual Reviews for pupils with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), which evaluate progress towards outcomes and determine whether provision continues to meet the child's needs.
· Review of the school's SEND practice through local authority guidance, national guidance and school self-evaluation processes.

16. [bookmark: _Hlk241089566]Admissions

We welcome applications from children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Our school follows the relevant published admissions arrangements and does not discriminate against children because of their SEND or disability.
For children applying for a place who do not have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), applications are considered in line with our published admissions arrangements. These can be found on our website 
Where a child has an EHCP, admissions and placement decisions are made through the Local Authority's statutory EHCP process. We work closely with Wiltshire Council, parents/carers and other professionals to understand the child's needs and plan appropriate support.

17. [bookmark: _Hlk241089575]Complaints about SEND provision 

We are committed to working in partnership with parents and carers and aim to resolve any concerns at the earliest opportunity. If parents or carers have concerns about SEND provision, they should initially discuss these with their child's class teacher or the SENDCO.

If concerns cannot be resolved informally, complaints will be managed in accordance with the school's Complaints Policy. A copy of the Complaints Policy is available on the school website or from the school office.

18. [bookmark: _Hlk241089585]Local authority support services
Wiltshire Council provides dedicated support services, specialist teams, and guidance for pupils and families navigating Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).
· Wiltshire SENDIASS- run by Family Action, this is a free, confidential and impartial service that helps young people 0-25 and their parents and carers. They offer guidance on EHCPs, annual reviews, mediation and school discussions. Contact them via phone on 01225 255266 or via email at Wiltshire.sendiass@family-action.org.uk 
· Wiltshire family hubs- offer inclusive activities, general guidance, and specialized parenting programs like ‘Time Out’ for parents, tailored for children or teens with additional needs. 
· Wiltshire SEND local offer- a central online directory detailing education, health, social care and leisure services available to families in Wiltshire.
· Wiltshire parent carer council- represents and supports parent carers of children and young people aged 0-25 resident in Wiltshire www.wiltshireparentcouncil.co.uk 
· Wiltshire Council SEND advice and information  https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/9954/SEND-Advice-and-Information 
· Wiltshire Council local offer https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1422/SEND-Local-Offer  

19. [bookmark: _Hlk241089596]Monitoring arrangements 
 
This policy and information report will be reviewed by the SENDCO, DHT SEND, Headteacher and Governor with responsibility for SEND every year. It will also be updated if any changes to the information are made during the year. It will be approved by the governing board. 
 
 
 
 












[image: ]Appendix The table below shows Bitham Brook’s graduated response to SEND and provides examples of support at each stage. More details of our Ordinarily Available Provisions can be found on our Website 
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